Conservation of an Imperiled Coastal Turtle,
the Diamondback Terrapitalaclemys terrapih

24, ;..vr,,,\-_—\-c\ \Ej R //
‘:"_? ‘ 1_ | “ | /}S!)\

 J

"'a-
1 &
: 3
<
/’.t’




28 species occur in Florida (45.2%

of the diversity in the United States)

-y* Significant habitat diversity and specie

L richness make Florida a chelonian

s . j,- hotspot and critical to the conservatic
‘ of many species



The diamondback terrapin is the only turtle in the world
that is entirely restricted to brackish water, and can be found in
FIl ori dados extensive estuarine,



Seven recognized subspecies
occur in 16 states (Cape Cod,
Massachusetts to southern
Texas)

Documented native to
Bermuda (Parham et al.
2008)- fossil and genetic
evidence



Distribution is norcontiguous
(more like a series of dots and
dashes)

Understanding geographic
distribution is vital to assuring
appropriate conservation and
management efforts



Importance of Florida to Diamondback Terrapins

Coastline of state represents ~20% of entire range
Five of seven recognized subspecies (three endemic)

Florida terrapin populations and habitats are critical
to the conservation of the entire species
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. Carolina diamondback terrapin
(Malaclemys terrapin centraja

Sumter

nnnnnnn
oooooo

PPPPP

|||||||||||||

Florida east coast diamondback terrapin = & TSNS,
(M. t. tequestn " '

ngngngngngngngngngng

nnnnn

. Mangrove diamondback terrapin
(M. t. rhizophorarum
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Major Threats in Florida

Loss of nesting habitat
Predation of adults and nests
Crab pot mortality

Climate change




Crab Pot Mortality

Mortality due to bycatch in crab pots is a
major threat to terrapins throughout their range

Threat first appeared in the literature in 1942 (79 years ago)



