


What is Tampa Bay Waterkeeper? 

Tampa Bay Waterkeeper works to protect and improve the Tampa Bay watershed 

by combining sound science, policy advocacy, grassroots community engagement 

and education. We use this approach to stand up for clean water together as a 

community, ensuring a clean and vibrant future for the Tampa Bay watershed. 

Tampa Bay Waterkeeper, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, is a member of the Waterkeeper Alliance, a 

movement founded by Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. that empowers individuals and communities to protect and 

improve their local watersheds. 

Our Jurisdiction 

 

https://arcg.is/0WDWvf


What is Tampa Bay Waterkeeper? 

“The objective of [the Clean Water Act] is to restore and maintain the chemical, 

physical, and biological integrity of the Nation’s waters.” (33 U.S.C. § 1251 et seq.) 

 



Waterkeeper Alliance 

Waterkeeper Alliance holds polluters accountable.  

In 1966, commercial and recreational fishers on the Hudson River 

banded together to hold polluters accountable for destroying their 

way of life, creating the Waterkeeper movement. This tradition of 

non-partisan, grassroots activism to protect our water and our 

livelihoods has been the lifeblood of the movement ever since. Tody 

there are more than 300 Waterkeeper organizations on six 

continents. 

 

The Waterkeeper movement defends the fundamental human right 

to drinkable, fishable and swimmable waters. Whether we’re on the 

water tracking down polluters, in courtrooms enforcing 

environmental laws, advocating in town meetings or teaching in 

classrooms, the Waterkeeper movement speaks for the waters it 

defends. 

https://vimeo.com/25671278 

 

 

 



Who We Are 



Tampa Bay Waterkeeper’s area 

of focus is roughly conterminous 

with the USGS defined 

watershed boundary. 

Includes: 

● Hillsborough River 

● Alafia River 

● Little Manatee River 

Our Jurisdiction 



Our Approach 

We exist to protect our natural heritage: 

through science, policy, advocacy, and the 

enforcement of existing environmental laws. 

● Science-based 

● Research + Policy Advocacy + 

Community Engagement and Education 

● Collaborative 
○ Tampa Bay Waterkeeper researches issues 

diligently and works collaboratively with citizens, 

local organizations and governments so that 

together we can find the best solutions to 

supporting clean water. 



Core Issues 

 

● Stormwater Pollution 

● Wastewater Pollution 

● Coastal Resilience and Climate Adaptation Planning 

● Enforcement 
○ Defend and enforce clean water laws, standards, and permits in accordance with the Clean 

Water Act 

○ NPDES Permit Review Program 



Core Issues 

Stormwater Pollution 

● Stormwater pollution is the largest polluter of the Tampa Bay watershed.  

● Leads to an increase of nitrogen, which in turn leads to: 

○ Harmful algal blooms, like red tide; reduced oxygen; fish kills; and loss of essential 

fish habitat such as seagrass. These impacts can negatively affect human health 

through exposure to toxic algae and can impact the economy through the loss of 

tourism dollars and impacts to local fisheries. 

● Stormwater runoff is also the major vehicle for marine debris and microplastics.  



Core Issues 

Sewage Pollution 

● Sewage pollution has plagued Tampa Bay for decades. 

● Sewage pollution poses huge risks to public health and marine life and habitats. 

○ In addition to health risks like bacterial and viral infections in humans, sewage pollution can 

lead to increases in the intensity and frequency of harmful algal blooms like red tide. 

● Wastewater pollution also contributes to increased levels of nitrogen, the bay’s single largest 

pollutant. It can also impact the growth of seagrass, which is an important source of food for marine 

life, and a habitat for spawning fish. 

● Repeated sewage spills have caused many people to question whether they can safely swim and 

fish in Tampa Bay.  

○ Tampa Bay Waterkeeper aims to rebuild that trust by engaging with citizen scientists to test for 

water quality and inform the public of unsafe swimming areas through the use of its Water 

Quality Monitoring and Swim Guide programs. 



Core Issues 

Coastal Management and Resiliency 

● We’re extremely vulnerable to climate change and sea level rise. 

The World Bank identified the Tampa Bay metropolitan area as 

one of the 10 coastal metropolitan areas most vulnerable to 

flooding and sea level rise in the world.  

● Tampa Bay is already experiencing sea level rise and there is 

scientific consensus that this trend will continue into the next 

century. 

● The region may experience sea level rise between one to seven 

feet by 2100, according to the Tampa Bay Climate Science 

Advisory Panel. 

● The increase in storms associated with climate change in the 

region may also exacerbate stormwater pollution, and sewage and 

wastewater pollution in the Tampa Bay watershed. 

Eve Edelheit, Tampa Bay Times, 2016 



Core Issues 



Other Campaigns 

Marine Debris and Plastic Pollution 



Other Campaigns 

Offshore Drilling 





Programs 

Water Quality Monitoring and Swim Guide 

Tampa Bay Waterkeeper will conduct regular water 

quality sampling throughout the watershed.  

 

The data we collect will allow us to track and pinpoint 

sources of pollution, so we can notify the public of any 

potential health risks. We’ll also use this data to 

protect our right to clean water and hold polluters 

accountable using scientifically sound methods and 

data. 

 

 



Programs 

Swim Guide Water Quality Monitoring 

Program 

● 10 sites throughout the watershed 

● Monitoring for enterococcus 

● Quality Assurance Plan and SOPs have been 

developed with the assistance of FDEP; FDEP 

field training of staff and interns. 

● Samples will be analyzed by Benchmark 

Environmental Analytics (certified under 

NELAP) 

● Results provided to the public via a map-based 

smart phone app, social media, email, and 

optional text alerts weekly on Fridays. 
 

 



Draft Monitoring Sites 



Programs 

Outreach, Education, and Celebration 

A committed and engaged community is essential to truly 

protecting and improving the health of the Tampa Bay 

watershed. Tampa Bay Waterkeeper works to inspire people of 

all ages to understand the threats facing the bay, what we’re 

doing to protect our bay, and how the community can join in 

that effort. 

 

It’s not simply enough to educate people about the importance 

clean water. It’s important that we all enjoy and celebrate 

Tampa Bay, too. American author and environmental advocate 

Edward Abbey said it well: “It is not enough to fight for the 

land; it is even more important to enjoy it.” 



Programs 

Monitoring and Patrol 

When Tampa Bay Waterkeeper finds an illegal 

discharger of pollution, no matter the method or the 

source, we’ll use hard, science-backed data to enforce 

environmental laws and hold polluters accountable. 

 

Tampa Bay Waterkeeper patrols and monitors 

waterways throughout the watershed, and responds to 

citizen complaints and reports of pollution. Our 

investigative work can help determine sources of 

pollution that would otherwise go unidentified. 



Future Programs 

 
● Emerging Contaminants (PAHs, etc.) 

● Water Reporter 

● Fish Guide 



How can we better  

collaborate with you? 

 



“There are biologists who 
profess to believe that a 

dispassionate and detached 
view of nature is necessary to 

perform unbiased scientific work.  
They are wrong.” 

- Dr. George Folkerts 



“Those who are most aware of 
the declining health of natural 
systems must be the ones to 

sound the alarm. They must be 
willing to take a stand.” 
- Dr. George Folkerts 



 

 

Questions? 


