FACILITY DISASTER
PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE

RECAP
October 22, 2014 Meeting
__________________________________________________________________________________________
LEPC District VIII, 4000 Gateway Centre Blvd., Suite 100, Pinellas Park, FL 33782 - 727/570-5151, Staff Contact: John Meyer

Attendees Present - Rick Walker (LEPC Member/Pinellas County Emergency Mgmt.), Ed Kinley
(LEPC Member/U.E.S.), Gary Dunmeyer (Harcros Chemicals), Jeff Hargrove (Fiberglass
Coatings Inc./“FGCI”), Rishi Vasudeva (FGCI) and John Meyer (LEPC Staff).
Please note that text appearing as red (if and where applicable) symbolizes an item which requires future
action. Blue text (if and where applicable) serves as an update or recognition of action which has
transpired since the meeting.
1.

INTRODUCTIONS

2.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND/OR OVERVIEW OF LAST FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING
SUBCOMMITTEE (FDPS) MEETING
Mr. John Meyer acknowledged that a Recap of the July 23, 2014 FDPS meeting was previously transmitted
to Subcommittee members via e-mail, posted to the LEPC website and acknowledged that additional
handouts were available for all in attendance. Mr. Meyer proceeded to summarize the following items
discussed at the last meeting:
!

Quarterly SERC Meeting Recap (Reappointing Chief Don Sessions TTF Chair, Hazmat
Symposium progress, Mary Hartney presentation regarding Fertilizer Industry initiatives, FDEM’s
use of GATOR [Geospatial Assessment Tool for Operations & Response], availability of real-time
& historic data regarding Type I rail operations, farewell to FDEM staff member Tim Date, and
status update of FY 2014-15 HA Contract)

!

Identification of (then) recent LEPC Initiatives (“Hightide” Regional Exercise Chronology/Photos
and “Community Day” @ DeSOTO PARK in TAMPA [June 14, 2014])

!

Progress towards County-specific (if applicable) data and resources for All-Hazards Guide for
Businesses.

3.

OVERVIEW OF OCTOBER 2-3, 2014 SERC MEETINGS
Mr. Meyer identified the following as highlights to the April 4th SERC meeting:
Training Task Force
!
!

!
!
!

Workshop between Coast Guard, Private Industry, Cruise Lines & local Hazmat Teams to allow
consolidated response to offshore incident(s) has been scheduled for October 30th at the State EOC.
All Florida Hazmat teams are responsible for self-assessing their capabilities. Matt Marshall (Cape
Coral Fire Department) & Scott Chapell (Florida State Fire College) have offered to assist with
conducting the self-assessments. Pinellas County Hazmat Team’s self-assessment was been
scheduled for October 30th.
Chief Mike Murphy identified that there are some newly-proposed fire regulations worthy of
watching which would have a significant impact of volunteer fire departments.
Each year the Florida Association of Hazardous Materials Responders presents a “Hazardous
Materials Responder of the Year” in conjunction with the Fire Rescue East Conference. Matt
Marshall identified that nominations are currently being solicited
Hazmat Symposium update and changes (Jan. 21-23, 2015):
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LEPC Staff & Chairs
!

!
!
!

!

Hazards Analyses Working Group Recommendations and status. The Hazards Analysis Working
Group identified concerns with the initial Hazards Analyses Contracts. The concerns included the
lack of payment if submittal included error(s), the lack of time limitations for FDEM to review
submittals and provide input or acceptance... It is alleged that these issues have subsequently been
resolved.
HMEP Program Grant. Guidance/clarification was provided regarding expenses which can and
cannot not be encumbered under the HMEP grant program.
FDEM addressed the fact that all of the LEPCs had not received reimbursements/payments regarding
the HMEP grant program since January 2014. Payments have subsequently been received since the
SERC meetings.
Promotion/Encouragement of more hazmat teams participating in competition. While last year’s
hazmat team competition consisted solely of three teams from the Orlando area, this year’s
competition has already received the commitment of nine teams and that is likely to increase. In
addition, participation will be from teams across the State.
Can add “state defined” fields to E-Plan submittals (e.g. Do you have a hazmat team? What are the
company’s hours of operation?)

State Emergency Response Commission
!
!

Overview of Hazards Analyses Contracts & Changes (see above).
Paul Wotherspoon identified that the Center for Effective Government recently completed a Study
entitled “Kids in Danger Zones.” The Study assessment surveys the location of Risk Management
Plan facilities in proximity to public schools and their corresponding vulnerabilities.

!

Update (then) of Florida’s preparedness for Ebola and other viruses.
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4.

RECENT LEPC INITIATIVES
Mr. Meyer characterized the following recent activities undertaken by LEPC staff:

5.

!

HMEP Planning/Training Grant.

!

HMEP Training Needs Assessment Survey.

!

HMEP Planning Project - Commodity Flow Study. LEPC District 8 staff has elected to conduct
of a Commodity Flow Study as the annual HMEP planning project for FY 2014-15. Grant language
does not specify that such Study must be conducted for the entire District nor does it specify that all
modes of transportation shall be assessed. LEPC staff will therefore determine location(s) and
mode(s) to transit to be assessed.

COUNTY-SPECIFIC “ALL HAZARDS GUIDE FOR BUSINESSES.”
The FDPS embarked on the development of an electronic database of resources and links designed to assist
the business community in preparing/improving their Contingency Plans, Continuity of Operations Plans
and Disaster Recovery Plans regarding a variety of natural and manmade hazards. Those hazards consist
of: Hazardous Materials, Severe Weather (i.e. Hurricanes, Tornados, Thunderstorms/ Lightning &
Freshwater Flooding), Fires, Terrorism/Violence in Workplace, Cyberterrorism and Civil Disorder.
Following a definition and picture of each of these hazards, working links will be established for each
of the referenced resources. Facility plans can be established/bolstered to address such topics as: resource
supply chain information, mutually-beneficial pre-coordination between facilities & government in order
to establish prioritization; notification of their suppliers, if appropriate, of closed transportation networks
so alternate routes can be determined; potential risk posed by adjacent (or nearby) Section 302 facilities; and
need to address temporary housing for employees.
The following constitutes the work product at this point:
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6.

FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE SCHEDULE FOR 2015. Keeping
the trend of meetings scheduled on the third Wednesdays of January, April, July and October from
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., the 2015 meeting schedule was announced as: January 21, April 15, July 15
and October 21.

7.

OTHER ISSUES/COMMENTS.
No other issues or comments were identified by Subcommittee members.

8.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Meyer reminded attendees that the 2015 FDPS meeting dates have recently been established.
The next meeting of the FDPS will occur on January 21st from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at the
TBRPC/LEPC offices.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m.
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