
Asst Chief Scott Ehlers, Chairman  -   Jeff Tobergt e, Vice Chairman  -  John Meyer, Coordinator
Tampa Bay Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC), District VIII

4000 Gateway Centre Boulevard, Suite 100, Pinellas Park, FL 33782-6136
Phone 727/570-5151, ext. 29 - FAX 727/570-5118

Email johnm@tbrpc.org    /    LEPC Website http://www.tbrpc.org/lepc

***REMINDER***

Only the abbreviated short-form Agenda will be available at the door the
day of the meeting.  Please remember to bring your full Agenda package
with you to the meeting.

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this meeting,
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. Please contact John Meyer at the
Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council at (727) 570-5151 X 29 within three working days of the meeting.
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MEMO TO: Tampa Bay LEPC, District VIII Members/Alternates

FROM: Asst Chief Scott Ehlers, LEPC Chairman and
John Meyer, LEPC Coordinator

SUBJECT: LEPC MEETING - November 20, 2013

DATE: November 8, 2013

The next Tampa Bay LEPC, District VIII meeting will be held on Wednesday morning, November
20, 2013, 10:30 a.m., at the offices of the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council, 4000 Gateway
Centre Blvd, Suite 100, Pinellas Park, FL 33782. 

The enclosed package of informative materials will recap various agenda items, precluding the need
for detailed discussion at the meeting unless specific questions arise.  The LEPC meeting is expected
to adjourn by noon.    

You are invited to review the LEPC website: www.tbrpc.org/lepc
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TAMPA BAY LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE (LEPC)  
DISTRICT VIII MEETING 

Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council
4000 Gateway Centre Blvd, Suite 100, Pinellas Park, FL 33782

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 - 10:30 am

***THIS MEETING IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC***

Agenda Item #1 CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Page 1  Chair Scott Ehlers

Agenda Item #2 APPROVAL OF MINUTES - August 28, 2013 LEPC MEETING - Page 1  Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #3 DISTRICT 8 LEPC MEMBERSHIP CHANGES - Page 1 John Meyer

Agenda Item #4 RECAP OF QUARTERLY SERC MTGS & TTF’S “PROJECT BOARD” - Page 1 Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #5 HMEP PROGRAM - PLANNING - Page 10 Subcomm. Chair Alan Pratt

Agenda Item #6 FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE - Page 10 John Meyer

Agenda Item #7 HMEP PROGRAM - TRAINING - Page 19 Subcomm. Chair James Johnston

Agenda Item #8 REGIONAL DOMESTIC SECURITY TASK FORCE - Page 20 Betti Johnson

Agenda Item #9 GULF SULFUR SERVICES’ FIRES - PRESENTATIONS - Page 21Jack Cohn/Sterlin Woodard

Agenda Item #10 TRAINING, WORKSHOP AND CONFERENCE OPPORTUNITIES - Page 21 Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #11 LEPC BUSINESS Chair Ehlers

A. Supplemental Environmental Projects - Page 24
B. Domestic Security Oversight Council Recommendation - Page 26
C. LEPC Meetings Dates for 2014 - Page 26
D. Elections for LEPC Chair/Vice-Chair - Page 27 
E. Other Business (To be Determined and/or may be Applicable) - Page 27

Agenda Item #12 TAMPA BAY LEPC LOGO SHIRTS - Page 27 Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #13 PUBLIC COMMENTS - Page 27 Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #14 NEXT MEETING - Wednesday, February 26, 2014 Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #15 ADJOURNMENT
Asst Chief Scott Ehlers, Chairman  -   Jeff Tobergt e, Vice Chairman  - John Meyer, Coordinator

Tampa Bay Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC), District VIII
4000 Gateway Centre Boulevard, Suite 100, Pinellas Park, FL 33782

Phone 727/570-5151, ext. 29  - FAX 727/570-5118
Email: johnm@tbrpc.org  - LEPC Website: www.tbrpc.org/lepc
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Agenda Item #1 CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME, PLEDGE OF
ALLEGIANCE

Chair Scott Ehlers

Agenda Item #2
APPROVAL OF AUGUST 28, 2013 LEPC MEETING

MINUTES (Transmitted Separately from Agenda)
Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #3 LEPC DISTRICT 8 MEMBERSHIP CHANGES John Meyer

The following LEPC membership change(s) were approved at the October 3, 2013 SERC meeting:

MEMBER CATEGORY

MEMBER
TYPE STATUS OF CHANGE

DESCRIPTION
(IF NECESSARY AND/OR

APPROPRIATE)P
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Jackie Julien

Transportation

��� � � �� �
Tampa Port Authority.  
Primary LEPC Member Phillip
Steadham has requested a re-
designation of his “Alternate”
from “Mr. Richard Booth” to
“Ms. Jackie Julien.”   Mr. Booth
passed away in June 2013.   

Richard Booth ��� � � �� �

Rachel Ingle
Emergency

Management

��� � � �� �
Manatee County Emergency
Management.  Primary LEPC
Member Steve Simpson has
requested a re-designation of his
“Alternate” from “Mr. Don
Hermey” to “Ms. Rachel Ingle.”

Don Hermey ��� � � �� �

NOTE:  The membership modification(s) highlighted in yellow above (if and where applicable) signifies addition(s) to the LEPC District 8 membership. 
              Likewise, modification(s) highlighted in gray (if and where applicable) indicates a reduction(s) in overall LEPC membership.

Additional Material: None.
Action Recommended: Recognition of New Appointments

Agenda Item #4 RECAP OF QUARTERLY SERC MEETINGS Chair Ehlers

The State Emergency Response Commission and associated Subcommittee meetings were held in
Tallahassee at the Betty Easley Conference Center on October 3-4, 2013.  LEPC Chair Scott Ehlers and Staff
Coordinator John Meyer attended the meetings.  The following eight pages constitute a Recap of the SERC
meeting, inclusive of elaboration on discussion items associated with the SERC’s Training Task Force (TTF)
and the LEPC Staff & Chairs meetings.

Additional Material: SERC Meeting Recap (Pages 2-9 of these Agenda materials)
Action Recommended: None.  For Information Only.
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 10/04/13
[PAGE 1 of 8]
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 10/04/13
[PAGE 2 of 8]



Tampa Bay LEPC - November 20, 2013 Meeting - Backup Agenda Materials Page 4

STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 10/04/13
[PAGE 3 of 8]
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 10/04/13
[PAGE 4 of 8]
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 10/04/13
[PAGE 5 of 8]
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 10/04/13
[PAGE 6 of 8]
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 10/04/13
[PAGE 7 of 8]
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STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION RECAP - 10/04/13
[PAGE 8 of 8]
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Agenda Item #5 HMEP PROGRAM - PLANNING Committee Chair Alan Pratt

The HMEP Planning Team remains ready to conduct Ammonia Siren Workshops and companion Shelter-in-
Place presentations on short notice at the request of various schools, community groups and/or civic
associations located within or in close proximity to the Port of Tampa.  The Team had initially coordinated
a Workshop designed to enable and promote Port facilities to self-identify their hazardous materials and
transport processes in order to familiarize their neighboring facilities with their business practices.  As
intended, attendees could determine whether their neighboring facilities could pose additional risk(s) to their
facility that may not have been previously considered and/or addressed in their emergency plans. While the
Workshop was initially scheduled, it had to be canceled for a variety of reasons, including a lack of
commitment by many of the intended facility representatives.  Workshop organizers will be re-assessing
strategy(ies) on alternative ways to solicit participation from targeted industries.  It was determined that
contacting each of these representatives by phone or in person visits will likely be the new and preferred
course of action to promote the event and encourage their participation, an initiative which can and likely
will commence soon.  Once coordinated, a corresponding Workshop Flyer will be prepared for limited e-
mail distribution, noting that the larger the audience, the less likely representatives are to be forthcoming
with facility information and the less likely the organizers are to meet the desired objective.

Additional Material: None
Action Recommended: None.  For Information Only.

Agenda Item #6 FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING
SUBCOMMITTEE

John Meyer

The LEPC’s Facility Disaster Planning Subcommittee (FDPS) met on October 16, 2013, a Recap of which
is attached.  The meeting included a variety of discussions topics.  The primary topics included: discussion
regarding the October 3-4 SERC meetings, solicitation of new FDPS Chair and discussion regarding the
value and the recommended future direction of the Subcommittee.  The next scheduled meeting of the FDPS
is Wednesday, January 15, 2014.  All LEPC members and members from the public are welcome to attend.

Additional Materials: FDPS Meeting Recap (Pages 11-18 of these Agenda materials)
Action Recommended: None.  For Information Only.
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING REC AP - 10/16/13
[PAGE 1 of 8]
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING REC AP - 10/16/13
[PAGE 2 of 8]
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING REC AP - 10/16/13
[PAGE 3 of 8]
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING REC AP - 10/16/13
[PAGE 4 of 8]
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING REC AP - 10/16/13
[PAGE 5 of 8]
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING REC AP - 10/16/13
[PAGE 6 of 8]
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING REC AP - 10/16/13
[PAGE 7 of 8]
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FACILITY DISASTER PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING REC AP - 10/16/13
[PAGE 8 of 8]
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Agenda Item #7 HMEP PROGRAM - TRAINING Committee Chair James Johnston

LEPC District 8 was, once again, awarded a $47,072 FDOT Hazardous Materials Emergency Preparedness
(HMEP) subgrant through the Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) for Hazardous
Materials training for public-sector First Responder, this time for the period of July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014.
Pursuant to HMEP Contract requirements, each HMEP-funded training event must be pre-approved by
FDEM, must meet FDEM’s cost effectiveness criteria, and be transportation-related or include a
transportation component or nexus.

The following constitutes a breakdown of expenditures associated with the Contract to date:
Quar-

ter Date Name Expenses Cumulative Remaining

1

BASE FUNDING UNDER 2013-14 HMEP CONTRACT $47,072.00  

10/7-11/20133 40-Hr. HazMedic Course, Pinellas County Hazmat $11,500.00 $11,500.00 $35,572.00  

1st Qtr Admin. Expenses/July - Sept. 2013 <Adjusted4>      $    268.004 $11,768.00 $35,304.00  

2

11/11-15/2013Marine Firefighting for Land-Based FFs, Regionwide $11,035.00 $23,479.00 $24,269.00  

2nd Qtr Admin. Expenses/Oct.-Dec., 2013 <Estimate1> $1,300.00 

3
3rd Qtr Admin. Expenses/Jan. - Mar. 2014

4

4th Qtr Admin. Expenses/April-June, 2014
FOOTNOTES:
1. Administrative expenses include indirects, internal service charges, auditing, building occupancy, travel time and small miscellaneous ex-
    penses.  Please note that the “estimate,” signified in red, was established at the time of Agenda materials preparation and is presented for
    informational purposes only.  The cost estimate is then revised at the end of each quarter to reflect actual administrative costs once tabul-
    ated, as would be appropriate.
2. Italicization of course name(s) in blue, if applicable, signifies that the course has been committed and approved but not yet conducted.
3. The 40-Hr. Hazmedic course was actually conducted one week into the second quarter but the course was authorized as a first quarter ex-
    pense since course prepayment was provided prior to September 30, 2013.
4. While the 1st Quarter Administrative expenses were actually $965, only $268 is being recognized in the above Table since, per Contract
     stipulation, the 1st Quarter training expenses + administrative costs could not exceed 25% of annual Contract value (i.e. $47,072 X 25%
     = $11,768).  The unreimbursable amount (i.e. $697) will be absorbed by the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council.

HMEP Training Subcommittee Chair J.J. Johnston has scheduled a HMEP Training Subcommittee meeting
on Wednesday, November 20, 2013 at 9:30 a.m.  at the LEPC/TBRPC offices, one hour prior to the s cheduled
start of the LEPC quarterly meeting.  The primary p urpose of the meeting is to solicit training opport unities
that are desired and will be pursued during the rem aining Contract period (i.e. through June 30, 2013) .

Additional Material: None.
Action Recommended: None.  For Information Only.



Tampa Bay LEPC - November 20, 2013 Meeting - Backup Agenda Materials Page 20

Agenda Item #8 REGIONAL DOMESTIC SECURITY TASK FORCE
(RDSTF)

Betti Johnson

The Region 4 RDSTF includes three of the four counties of the LEPC District VIII - Hillsborough, Pasco and
Pinellas as well as Hardee, Polk, Hernando, Citrus and Sumter Counties. The RDSTF Co-Chairs are
Hillsborough County Sheriff David Gee and FDLE Special Agent in Charge (SAC) Rick Ramirez. The
RDSTF is organized to provide to support the National Preparedness Goal of Regional Collaboration.  It is
supported by eight multi-disciplinary/multi-jurisdictional committees which include both traditional and
non-traditional response organizations, each represented by a chair and co-chair who report directly to the
RDSTF IV Co-chairs.  The committees which make up the RDSTF are as follows:  Law Enforcement,
Emergency Management, Fire Rescue, Health and Medical, Interoperable Communications, Training and
Exercise, Critical Infrastructure Protection, and Education.

The Region 4 RDSTF Committees and General Assembly met October 31, 2013. In addition to the funding
templates, topics of discussion included (1) an overview of the committee structure and roles and
responsibilities of the RDSTF members; (2)  the new approach to the Multi-Year Training and Exercise Plan
(MY-TEP) through the Readiness: Training Identification and Preparedness Program (RTIPP), and (3) the
State Resource Management Network (SRMN) which will be used to capture all in-service equipment and
assets funded through DHS programs. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission also
presented Wildlife: Dangers to Emergency Responders. 

2014 DHS Funding

Currently, the RDSTF and committees are meeting to discuss programs and projects for 2014 DHS funding.
Representatives from the RDSTF are designated to Funding Committees which include: 

� Agriculture and Environment
� Campus Security
� Critical Infrastructure/Key Resources
� Emergency Management
� Fire Rescue
� Health and Medical 
� Interoperable Communications 
� Law Enforcement Prevention
� Law Enforcement Response. 

Each Funding committee built regional/statewide funding templates for submittal to the State Working
Group. The Funding Committees met in Tampa in August. The funding templates identifying projects were
presented and discussed at the State Working Group the week of September 9th.  Peer Review was conducted
in October and, in November, Voting Delegates met to prioritize all of the projects followed by review and
the adoption by the State Working Group Executive Committee. 

Regional Interoperable Communications 

Region IV is currently updating the Tactical Interoperable Communications Plan (TIC Plan) and is planning
a series of workshops and tabletop exercises culminating in a Regional Interoperable Communications
Exercise the first quarter of next year. The TIC Seminar will be held at the TBRPC on January 16, 2014.
Communications Technician Training (COM-T) will be held the week of January 13th in Hernando and the
Regional I/O Exercise will be held April 29, 2014. 
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Multi-Year Training and Exercise Planning Workshop

Typically, in late fall, the counties in each RDSTF region begin compiling information on the training and
exercise needs of the myriad of agencies and organizations which partner to respond in a  disaster. The
collection point for this information is the emergency management office in each county. This year, the DHS
will bring the Readiness: Training Identification and Preparedness Program (RTIPP) course which will focus
on partnership building and identifying training/exercise needs to fill identified gaps in preparedness,
response, recovery and mitigation. There is also an increased focus on the "whole community" concept to
ensure a multi-disciplinary approach and increased coordination and collaboration  to include public and
private non-governmental organizations. Eighty representatives will be selected for the course representing
the different disciplines and entities within each county/ region. This training will take place the week of
February 24th followed by county meetings and the regional MY-TEP which will coordinate / schedule
needed training/exercise in the region. 

Local Training

The list of T&E for FY 2013 was developed last year and available training through December is posted on
SERT TRAC website (http://trac.floridadisaster.org/trac/loginform.aspx) and the TBRPC website. 

Additional Material: None
Action Recommended: None. For Information Only

Agenda Item #9 GULF SULFUR SERVICES FIRES - PRESENTATION
Jack Cohn/

Sterlin Woodard

Separate fires occurred at Gulf Sulfur Services’ Tank #8 on McCloskey Boulevard in the Port of Tampa on
August 8 and 13, 2013.  Presentations will be made by Jack Cohn (Gulf Sulfur Services) and Sterlin Woodard
(EPC of Hillsborough) to describe the incidents, the response activities, remediatory actions and preventative
measures which will be implemented in order to reduce the likelihood of reoccurrence.

A news segment was produced by ABC Action News and published to YouTube®.  That news video is
viewable from the following link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUeVIA69_AY.

Additional Material: Presentations by above-named Individuals
Action Recommended: None. For Information Only

Agenda Item #10
TRAINING, WORKSHOP OR

CONFERENCE OPPORTUNITIES
Chair Ehlers

Information is available for the following Training/Conference events:

A. FDEM’s Training and Events Schedule/Region 4, Various FL Locations/Times (Aug. - Nov. 2013)
B. FDEM’s Training and Events Schedule/Region 6, Various FL Locations/Times (Aug. - Nov. 2013)



Agenda Item #10.A.
8/28/2013
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FDEM TRAINING AND EVENTS SCHEDULE/ REGION 4 (Nov. - Feb. 2014), as posted on 11/05/13



Agenda Item #10.B.
11/20/2013
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FDEM TRAINING AND EVENTS SCHEDULE/ REGION 6 (Nov. - Feb. 2014), as posted on 11/05/13
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Agenda Item #11 LEPC BUSINESS

A. SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS John Meyer

As identified in prior SERC Recaps, the State Emergency Response Commission has tasked the Florida
Division of Emergency Management with establishing a Supplemental Environmental Project (SEP) website
linked to their homepage.  The website will be patterned after that implemented by the State of Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency (www.epa.state.il.us/enforcement/sep) due to its ease of use,
functionality and intuitiveness.

The following constitutes a “screen capture” of this Illinois EPA website:

By design, the SEP program would allow violating industry the option of funding a SEP(s) in lieu of up to
75% of the assessed fine.  The following apply to SEPs:

� Potential SEPs continue to be solicited from the LEPC(s), hazmat team(s) and other agencies.  While
some SEPs are/can be generic and applicable in most areas, other SEPs could/should be “tailored”
to the needs of the local community and have varying implementation costs.  Allowable SEPs could
consist of equipment and/or resources;

� All SEPs should be pre-approved by FDEM & USEPA for quick potential implementation;
� While funded SEPs can not exceed 75% of the assessed fine value, the violating entity would remain

liable for payment of the balance; and
� Industry could even put a “spin” on the SEP(s) to make it appear as a good community relations

gesture.
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Allowable Supplemental Environmental Projects categories are:

CATEGORY QUALIFYING PROJECT

Public Health
Includes examining residents in a community to determine if anyone has experiences health
problems as a result of a company’s violation(s).

Pollution Prevention
These SEPs involve changes so that the company no longer generates some form of pollution.
For example, a company may make its operation more efficient so that it avoids generating
hazardous waste along with its product.

Pollution Reduction
Reduce the amount and/or danger presented by some form of pollution, often by providing
better treatment and/or disposal of the pollutant.

Environmental Restoration
& Protection

Improve the condition of the land, air or water in the area damaged by the violation.  Example,
by purchasing land or developing conservation programs for the land, a company could protect
a source for drinking water.

Emergency Planning &
Preparedness

Provide assistance to a responsible state or local emergency response or planning entity to
enable these organizations to fulfill their obligations under the Emergency Planning and
Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA).

Assessment & Audits
Agree to examine its operations to determine if it is causing any other pollution problems or
can run its operation better to avoid future violations.  Audits go well beyond standard business
practices.

Environmental Compliance
Promotion

Provide training or technical support to other members of the regulated community to achieve,
or go beyond, compliance with applicable environmental requirements.

Other Projects
Projects with environmental merit which do not fit within the other categories.  Must be fully
consistent with all other provisions of SEP policy and approved by the EPA.

On May 30, 2013, a tank containing 450 gallons of Sodium Hypochlorite burst at the University of South
Florida (USF) Tampa Campus.  While air and ground monitoring were immediately deployed by USF staff
to gauge the potential threat to public safety, timely notifications of the incident were not provided to the
SERC and the National Response Center.  As required by federal law, all releases must be reported within
15 minutes but, in this instance, it was determined that the reporting did not occur until somewhere between
15-60 minutes following the tank rupture.  This delay could potentially subject USF to fines under the
EPCRA and/or CERCLA.

USF was notified of a date to attend a “Show Cause” administrative hearing to be conducted by U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency officials in Atlanta, GA.  Prior to this hearing, USF’s legal counsel had
contacted the staffs of the LEPC, Tampa Fire Rescue and the FDEM to inquire about the Supplemental
Environmental Projects process as an alternative to the full payment of a potential considerable fine.  Noting
the time constraints associated with FDEM staff’s creation of the electronic SEP database, it was mutually
determined that USF could easily assist with this endeavor, noting the expertise of professors and graduate
students in computer programming.

On November 7, 2013, USF staff and legal counsel attended the hearing.  The primary purpose of the
hearing was to establish a chronology of events leading up to and following the incident, justification for
the delay in timely notification/reporting, and to discuss the actions which have been subsequently
implemented at USF, including a significant update to their Spill Contingency Plan and their current use of
55-gallon drums as an alternate to tanks.  On a side note, USF is currently researching the potential to use
salt water chlorination instead of sodium hypochlorite in its entirety.

Convinced that the release did not leave the site, EPA dismissed all but the CERCLA penalties.  The
magnitude of the release, the particular chemical, and the timeliness of reporting are all contributing factors
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in the determination in the fine assessment.  While the fine assessment was initially announced to be $2,200,
fine reductions were authorized for working efficiently with EPA (25%), expeditious settlement (10%) and
the fact that USF was determined to be a “small facility” (15%).  The fine was ultimately reduced to $1,100
with an option to implement a SEP for up to 75% of the fine value.

Considering that USF determined that the establishment of the electronic SEP database would cost an
estimated $20,000, they elected not to pursue this SEP.  However, USF administrative officials did agree
to coordinate with Chief Scott Ehlers and the LEPC to determine alternate hazmat equipment that may be
needed by Tampa Fire Rescue in the approximate amount of $1,000.  Chief Ehlers and John Meyer agreed
to identify the equipment with a three week period following the hearing.

Additional Material: None
Action Recommended: Solicitation of Potential SEP Ideas

B. DOMESTIC SECURITY OVERSIGHT COUNCIL RECOMMENDATIO N Scott Ehlers

The Domestic Security Oversight Council (DSOC) recently approved a final recommendation to provide
to the Department of Homeland Security regarding future funding.  The recommendation was to reduce the
number of federally-funded Regional Hazmat Response Teams (RHRT) statewide from 35 to 21.  In the
recent years, each RHRTs had received federal funding allocations of approximately $15,000 annually from
the Department of Homeland Security.  However, the majority of funding for these entities has always been
and will always be provided by the local County and/or City.

Alternatives to the reduction in RHRTs were presented by fire service industry representatives.  The
following constitute the alternatives which were proposed but not considered and/or not approved;

� Provide funding down to the FDEM Region level and allow for further dissemination of funds based
on consensus; or

� Allow for some sort of rotational funding of RHRT as may be applicable within a specific Region(s).

Contrary to LEPC District 8’s correspondence transmitted following the May 2013 LEPC requesting that
the DSOC postpone the recommendation to reduce the number of RHRTs “until a comprehensive threats
and vulnerabilities assessment has been conducted and evaluated,” the DSOC voted to recommend the
reduction in RHRT in association with their October 15th meeting.  The dissenting votes were cast by fire
service industry and emergency management representatives serving on the DSOC.  As a consequence of
the recommendation and assuming the Department of Homeland Security accepts DSOC’s recommendation,
it appears that Pinellas and Polk County teams will be two of the RHRTs not to receive federal funds any
longer.

Additional Material: None. 
Action Recommended: None.  Information Only.

C. LEPC MEETING DATES FOR 2014 Scott Ehlers

The Local Emergency Planning Committee typically meets on the last Wednesday of February, May, August
and November annually.  However, during 2014, the last Wednesday in November falls during Thanksgiving
week.  For fear of attendance issues, it is suggested that an alternate November 2014 meeting date be
selected to in order to secure this Conference Room venue, provide sufficient notice to LEPC members and
to provide accurate and timely advertisement of meeting dates, as required.  The proposed/alternate meeting
dates to be considered are Wednesday, November 19, 2014 OR Wednesday, December 3, 2013. 
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The proposed LEPC meeting schedule for 2014 is:

� Wednesday, February 26th;
� Wednesday, May 28th;
� Wednesday, August 27th; and 
� Wednesday, November 19th OR Wednesday, December 3rd (to be determined in association with this

LEPC meeting).

Additional Material: None
Action Recommended: Motion to select Alternative November 2013 Meeting Date.

D. ELECTIONS FOR LEPC CHAIR/VICE-CHAIR Hallie Calig

With the recent announcement that this will be the final meeting of Scott Ehlers in the capacity of LEPC
District 8 Chair and the flexible LEPC membership guidelines, it has been determined that it would be
advantageous for LEPC District 8 to proceed to elect a new LEPC Chair and Vice-Chair at our next
scheduled meeting.  Chief Jeff Patterson, Hillsborough County Fire Rescue, has expressed a willingness,
ability and desire to succeed Chief Ehlers as Chair for the LEPC.  Mr. Jeff Tobergte has expressed a
willingness to maintain his Vice Chair designation.  Others may be nominated by the membership for these
positions. Such nominations shall include a prior agreement to serve from the candidate and shall be
provided in writing to Mr. John Meyer (LEPC Staff Coordinator - johnm@tbrpc.org) and Ms. Hallie Calig
(LEPC Nominations Subcommittee Chair - hallie.calig@ci.tampa.fl.us) on or before Friday, February 7,
2014.  If nominations are received for either or both of these positions, a formal election process will be
conducted in conjunction with the next LEPC meeting (i.e. February 26, 2014).  Please note that nominations
for these positions will not be accepted on the floor on the day of the meeting.

Additional Material: None
Action Recommended: None

F. OTHER BUSINESS (To be Determined and/or may be Applicable)

Agenda Item #12 LEPC LOGO SHIRTS Chair Ehlers

LEPC-Logo shirts will always be made available in a variety of styles, colors and sizes.  Each shirt
will be personally designed to the specifications of the purchaser.  If interested, or for more details,
please consult John Meyer, LEPC Staff Coordinator.

Agenda Item #13 PUBLIC COMMENTS Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #14 NEXT MEETING - Wednesday, February 26, 2014 Chair Ehlers

Agenda Item #15 ADJOURNMENT Chair Ehlers


