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DRI #212 - HILLSBOROUGH RIVER REALTY
CITY OF TAMPA
On March 13, 2017, the City of Tampa rendered Ordinance No. 2017-40 to the Tampa Bay Regional Planning
Council. The Ordinance, adopted by the City of Tampa on March 2, 2017, reflects an amendment by the City to
rescind the Hillsborough River Realty DRI Development Order.
BACKGROUND
On May 15, 1997, the Tampa City Council granted a Development Order (Ordinance No. 97-105) to Jeffries
Companies and Hillsborough River Realty Corporation for a mixed-use development on three separate parcels,
totaling 6.64+ acres. The parcels are bound to the south by the Crosstown Expressway, to the east by the
Hillsborough River, to the north by S.R. 60 and to the west by Cedar Avenue.
The Development Order was previously amended twice, most recently on December 5, 2002 (Ordinance No. 2002261). The amendments extended the commencement, buildout and Development Order expiration dates. The dates
were subsequently extended by HB 7207 (2011 legislation) and Executive Orders 15-158 & 15-173 executed by the
Governor in 2015 on account of a flooding emergency declaration and Tropical Storm Erika. The buildout date was
ultimately extended to March 20, 2021 and the Development Order was scheduled to expire on September 19, 2037.
The following represents the development entitlements which had been approved:
PROJECT BUILDOUT

OFFICE (Sq. Ft./GFA)

RETAIL (Sq. Ft./GLA)

BOAT SLIPS (#)

March 20, 2021

900,000

125,000
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DEVELOPMENT ORDER AMENDMENT
The Ordinance authorized rescission of the Hillsborough River Realty DRI Development Order.
DISCUSSION
Through the annual reporting process, it was acknowledged that no development of the site had been initiated.
The statutory references applicable to rescission/abandonment of this Development Order are stated as follows:
“A change in a development-of-regional-impact guideline and standard does not abridge or modify
any vested or other right or any duty or obligation pursuant to any development order or agreement
that is applicable to a development of regional impact. A development that has received a
development-of-regional-impact development order pursuant to s. 380.06, but is no longer required
to undergo development-of-regional-impact review by operation of a change in the guidelines and

standards or has reduced its size below the thresholds in s. 380.0651, shall be governed by the
following procedures: [Subsection 380.115(1), F.S.]
(a) The development shall continue to be governed by the development-of-regional-impact
development order and may be completed in reliance upon and pursuant to the development
order unless the developer or landowner has followed the procedures for rescission in
paragraph (b)...
(b) If requested by the developer or landowner, the development-of-regional-impact
development order shall be rescinded by the local government having jurisdiction upon a
showing that all required mitigation related to the amount of development that existed on the
date of rescission has been completed.” [The City has affirmed that “all mitigation required
for Phase 1 of the DRI has been completed.”]
In addition, Section 47(1)(a) of SB1752, enacted as part of the 2010 legislative session, reads as follows:
The Legislature hereby reauthorizes... (a) Any exemption granted for any project for which an
application for development approval has been approved or filed pursuant to s. 380.06, Florida
Statutes, or for which a complete development application or rescission request has been approved
or is pending, and the application or rescission process is continuing in good faith, within a
development that is located in an area that qualified for an exemption under s. 380.06, Florida
Statutes, as amended by chapter 2009-96, Laws of Florida...
RECOMMENDATION
The rescission of the Hillsborough River Realty DRI Development Order appears to be in accordance with all
statutory provisions including those citations identified above.
It is recommended that the State Land Planning Agency concur with the rescission of the DRI Development Order
as authorized by the City of Tampa for DRI #212 - Hillsborough River Realty.
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