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Message from Planning Council Executive Director Sean Sullivan
Throughout the summer, Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council (TBRPC) staff have been working on numerous projects 
throughout the region. We have engaged stakeholders as we prepared the five-year update to the federally mandated 
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for the region. A formal presentation to the Council will take place 
at the October 10th meeting. Once approved by the U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration, 
member governments throughout the region can utilize data contained in the report to assist with development of local 
economic development strategies along with their applications for federal funding.
At their September 12, 2022, meeting, the Council adopted a model shoreline protection ordinance, the first of its kind in the 
Tampa Bay region. This model ordinance is intended to be used by member governments as a resource as cities and counties 
develop rules and regulations to protection the shoreline. Development of this model ordinance was supported by a grant 
TBRPC received from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. Councilmember Ron Kitchen was quoted as 
saying “this is exactly the type of resource that TBRPC needs to develop” as he enthusiastically supported development of the 
shoreline protection ordinance.
In the Fall of 2022, the Council will discuss adoption of the Regional Resiliency Action Plan, also the first of its kind in our 
region. This plan was one of the objectives listed in the MOU signed by 32 local governments when the Tampa Bay Regional 
Resiliency Coalition was formed in October of 2018. The plan contains 11 chapters and is a call to action as our region 
continues to become more resilient to a changing climate. Support for this project was provided by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency.
The annual TBRPC Regional Resiliency Summit will be held on May 4th & 5th at the Tradewinds Resort on St. Pete Beach. 
Check your inbox for save the date notices in the coming days. We look forward to seeing you there.

September 2022

The Resilient Ready Tampa Bay Symposium
On June 23, the TBRPC and the Urban Land Institute of Tampa Bay hosted the four-hour 
Resiliency Ready symposium. The symposium highlighted the findings from three design 
charrettes that convened teams of multidisciplinary professionals, including planners, 
urban designers, landscape architects, engineers, and hydrologists, along with elected 
officials, municipal staff, residents and local stakeholders.
The charrettes examined three sites – the North Tampa Closed Basin, Pass-a-Grille at St. 
Pete Beach and R.E. Olds Park in Oldsmar – to better understand the current and future 
flooding threats to the Tampa Bay region and to create physical and planning adaptations 
for the respective sites.
The final report unveiled at the symposium highlights the role of expanded use of multi-
functional green infrastructure systems and resilient site design practices in creating a 
more resilient region. These solutions will be translated into regional resources freely 
available to the public.
Moving ahead, planning officials say local governments throughout the region can follow 
it as a map to for similar projects that, if added to their capital improvement plan, could 
be eligible for state and federal funding assistance.

Read the final report, watch the symposium recordings, and view the photo gallery: 
tbrpc.org/resilient-ready

Resilient Ready Tampa Bay logo

Tampa Mayor Jane Castor 

Sarah Vitale, Senior Planner/Urban Designer, TBRPC

https://www.tbrpc.org/ceds/
https://floridadep.gov/
https://www.tbrpc.org/resiliencyplan/
https://www.tbrpc.org/coalition/
https://www.tbrpc.org/coalition/
https://www.tbrpc.org/summit/
https://www.tbrpc.org/resilient-ready/
https://www.tbrpc.org/resilient-ready/
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The TBRPC is the federally designated Economic Development 
District (EDD) for the Tampa Bay region. The Economic Development 
Administration (EDA) tasks EDDs with maintaining a Comprehensive 
Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) document to remain eligible 
for grant opportunities. 
Since 2003, the Tampa Bay EDD has maintained an updated CEDS 
which includes stakeholder feedback and project area priorities. Every 
five years, EDA requires a Major Update to all active CEDS and 2022 
was the final year of the previous five year cycle. Tampa Bay EDD staff 
has overhauled the statistical content, style, and development goals 
in the document for the 2022 Major Update to the Tampa Bay CEDS. 
The CEDS is currently in a public comment period, after which it will 
be proposed to the TBRPC for adoption on October 10th, 2022. Once 
adopted it will become the 2023-2027 Tampa Bay CEDS.
Read report: tbrpc.org/ceds

Creating Safe Shelters for the Future
According to the Statewide Emergency Shelter Plans (SESP) report from the 
Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM), the Tampa Bay region 
has a deficit of hurricane shelter spaces.  
To increase understanding of how future flood risks and estimated population 
growth might impact shelter space availability and needs, the TBRPC created 
the Safe Shelter Tampa Bay project with a grant from the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection (FDEP) Resilient Florida program. 
Safe Shelter encompassed the Tampa Bay Regional Resilience Coalition 
counties and engaged emergency management staff in workshops. An 
inundation assessment was conducted of 186 shelter locations using FDEP-
defined sea level rise (SLR) scenarios and flood hazards. 
The analysis found that no shelter locations were projected to be inundated 
by sea level rise alone in 2040 or 2070. Additionally, no shelters were at risk 
to storm surge from Category 1 and 2 combined with SLR through 2070. 
However, shelters in several counties will be at risk to Category 3 and 4 
storms by 2040, when combined with NOAA Intermediate High.  
The TBRPC’s project identified that nearly 54,000 additional shelter spaces 
will be needed by 2040 to replace shelters that will be at risk to future storm 
surge (Cat. 4/NOAA IH) and meet population growth.
The project provided data to FEDP, created a dashboard, and defined 
recommendations for local governments and regional collaboration.  
Access the resources at: tbrpc.org/safeshelter

CEDS report cover

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Major Update Report

Shelter locations likely inundated in 2040 Cat. 4 surge/NOAA 
Intermediate High (2017). Dot size proportional to shelter 

capacity.

https://www.tbrpc.org/edd/
https://www.tbrpc.org/edd/
https://www.eda.gov/
https://www.eda.gov/
https://www.tbrpc.org/ceds/
https://www.tbrpc.org/ceds/
https://www.tbrpc.org/ceds/
https://www.floridadisaster.org/dem/response/infrastructure/statewide-emergency-shelter-plan/
https://www.tbrpc.org/safeshelter/
https://www.tbrpc.org/safeshelter/
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In light of the widespread health and economic impacts of COVID-19, TBRPC 
formed a COVID-19 Recovery Task Force in August 2020. Under the task force’s 
leadership, TBRPC staff prepared an application to the EDA for a Coronavirus, 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act-funded grant to provide technical 

assistance to local development partners. 
EDA awarded TBRPC this grant, and staff put 
out a call for projects across the region which 
ultimately lead to eight full studies. 
The studies ranged in geographic and 
development scope, including an aviation 
cluster analysis in Zephyrhills, a strategic plan 
for Largo’s Health and Wellness Campus, and 
an exploration of industrial land use trade offs 
in Pasco County, among others. The grant 
concluded in June 2022, and TBRPC staff has 
submitted a final CARES Act report of activities 
to EDA for review.
Read the final report: tbrpc.org/eap

Advancing Best Practices for Integrating Resilience 
and Affordable Housing Planning

Final CARES Act Report

CARES Act report cover

A Region’s Treasure: Weeki Wachee Springs State Park
“Weeki Wachee” was named by the Seminole Indians. It means “little spring” 
or “winding river.” The spring is so deep that the bottom has never been 
found. Each day, more than 117 million gallons of clear, fresh 74-degree 
water bubbles up out of subterranean caverns. Deep in the spring, the surge 
of the current is so strong that it can knock a scuba diver’s mask off. Flowing 
from the spring, the Weeki Wachee River winds its way 12 miles to the Gulf 
of Mexico.

C A L E N D A R

SEPTEMBER 2022 
8      Agency on Bay Management
       @9:00am

12     Council Meeting 
       @10:00am

16     ONE BAY 
       @1:30pm

20     Stormwater Management Public                             
         Education & Training Committee 
         @9:30am

24   

OCTOBER 2022 
10     Council Meeting 
       @10:00am

13    ABM’s Legislative Review 
       Committee @2:00pm
  
14    Coalition Management Planning                             
       Committee and Partner Meeting 
       @1:30pm

21    Courtney Campbell Scenic                      
       Highway Corridor Advisory  
       Committee @10:00am

NOVEMBER 2022 

14    Council Meeting
       @10:00am      
  
16    Local Emergency Planning 
       Committee @10:30am

Note: Please refer to our website calendar 
for updated meetings information regarding 
location and Zoom IDs at tbrpc.org/calendar

Building on the TBRPC’s REACH project and the East Central Florida Regional 
Planning Council’s (ECRPC) housing resilience planning project, staff have 
been invited to speak at statewide conferences to create awareness of the new 
tools, resources, and best practices. The new housing resilience efforts focus 
on conducting vulnerability assessments for affordable housing and integrating 
resilience planning and affordable housing planning.  
CJ Reynolds, TBRPC’s Director of Resilience and Engagement and Jenifer Rupert, 
ECRPC Regional Resilience Officer spoke at the Florida Housing Coalition 
annual conference. At the annual Florida APA Conference in Orlando, Reynolds, 
Daphne Green, ECRPC planner III, and other panelists shared best practices and 
recommendations during the two-part session “Creating a Housing Resilience 
Strategic Plan to Protect Vulnerable People and Properties”. 
Local governments can access the TBRPC resilient housing resources at:  
tbrpc.org/resiliency/housing

https://www.tbrpc.org/eap/
http://tbrpc.org/calendar
https://www.ecfrpc.org/
https://www.ecfrpc.org/
https://www.tbrpc.org/resiliency/housing/
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Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council
4000 Gateway Centre Blvd.
Suite 100
Pinellas Park, Florida 33782
(727) 570-5151

www.tbrpc.org company/tampabayrpc

TampaBayRPC @TampaBayRPC

The Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council and the Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) have selected the recipients of the FY2023 Stormwater 
Outreach and Education funding. This funding from FDOT aims to further public 
involvement, education, and outreach efforts to improve the quality of stormwater 
runoff in the Tampa Bay Region. Projects develop and implement creative public 
outreach programs and a variety of educational materials, such as door hangers, 
storm drain murals, and hands-on activities for children.
This year, funds were distributed across 14 projects, totaling $90,000. Awardees 
included City of Dunedin, City of Madeira Beach, Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful, MOSI, 
Pasco County, Tampa Bay Waterkeeper, and others. Many projects were tailored 
to this year’s target audiences: 1) front-line communities; 2) construction and 
development industry; 3) lawn care and landscaping companies; and 4) tourism 
and hospitality. Notable projects include hospitality educational programs through 
both Keep Pinellas Beautiful and Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful, expansion of the City 
of Largo’s rain barrel program, development of an augmented reality filter for social 
media by the City of Clearwater, and the creation and distribution of educational 
materials for Tampa Bay businesses by Tampa Bay Waterkeeper.

See the full list of FY2023 funding recipients: tbrpc.org/stormwaterfunding

Congratulations to the 2023 Stormwater Outreach and Education Funding 
Recipients!

“Only rain down the drain” stormwater paintings by 
Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful

http://www.tbrpc.org
http://www.linkedin.com/company/tampabayrpc/
https://www.facebook.com/TampaBayRPC
https://twitter.com/TampaBayRPC
https://www.fdot.gov/
https://www.fdot.gov/
https://www.tbrpc.org/stormwaterfunding/

