
Citrus County Local Mitigation Strategy Working Group 

2020 LMS Update 
Thursday, June 17, 2019, at 2:00 PM. 

Lecanto Government Center, 3600 W. Sovereign Path, Room 280 

MEETING MINUTES 
I. Call to Order 

A. Welcome Introductions and Announcements                                                      Bretlee Jordan, Chair 

 

Chair Jordan called the meeting to order at 2:16 PM. There is an attendance list attached to 

these minutes. A quorum was present. 

 

II. Chair Jordan asked if anyone had any comments on the minutes. 

Minutes of the prior LMS working group meeting were approved by majority. 

 

III. Public Input – 

 

None 

II. 5-year Update                                                                                                                               Cara Woods Serra 

Cara Woods Serra reminded the group that the projects should be scored according to the ranking sheet 

agreed upon at the last meeting. Chair Jordan asked if the ranking methodology could be changed at any 

time. Ms. Serra stated it is adopted in the plan so the way projects are ranked needs to be consistent with 

the methodology in the plan. Chair Jordan pointed out that the ranking methodology could be changed at 

the annual update. 

Critical Facilities 

Ms. Serra reviewed the types of critical facilities that were agreed upon at the last working group meeting. 

These included fire stations, government buildings, schools/shelters, hospital and health care facilities, 

utilities, water/wastewater, airports, power substations, power plants, and natural gas transmission lines. 

Ms. Serra showed a map of the evacuation routes, electrical transmission lines, power plants and 

hospitals. She provided a list to the attendees of all facilities except for the electrical and gas lines. She 

also showed a separate map of the natural gas lines. She said the map was from a public viewer, but was 

intended to only be viewed at the county scale. The map was not intended to be used for exact locations 

of natural gas pipelines, since that could pose a security risk. Ms. Serra recommended including the map 

as it appears in the public viewer. The group agreed that this was the best way to include natural gas 

pipelines. Carlton Hall stated that there have been some changes to the counties facilities. The State the 

supervisor of elections office has relocated to 1540 N. Meadowcrest Blvd. Their prior location at 120 N. 

Apopka Avenue is currently unoccupied. He also stated that the Fire Stations should include their 



corresponding station numbers, and that he would add those. Tammy Harris noted a typo in the address 

for the Citrus County Community Services which should be at 2804 Mark Knighton Court.  

Hazards 

Ms. Serra showed a list of the federal disaster declarations for Citrus County. A FEMA infographic was 

shown that shows what months disasters occurred. Mr. Hall noted that the month of January was 

remarkably high. Ms. Serra stated that may be due to the 3 historic freezing events.  

Ms. Serra showed a breakout of the hazards survey responses. There were 10 respondents. According to 

the survey results flooding, severe storms and hurricanes were the highest priority. Most respondents 

planned to rebuild after a disaster, but some said they would relocate. Respondents saw preparedness 

and education as more important than infrastructure projects. Brian Herrmann stated that 10 

respondents was a very small sample. Ms. Serra said that the results of the survey did not need to be 

included if the group felt the sample was too small to be statistically significant, and instead could include 

one completed survey and describe how the survey was distributed.  

Flood 

Ms. Serra showed the effective flood map. She asked the group if they would like to include the 

preliminary flood maps. Chair Jordan asked if the group if that should be included before the new maps 

become effective. Randall Olney stated that the new maps should be included if they become effective in 

the fall.  

Tropical Cyclone 

Ms. Serra showed a list of the previous tropical cyclones that affected Citrus County. She also showed a 

map of the historical storm paths that have crossed Citrus County. Mr. Olney asked about the storm of 

1993. Ms. Serra stated that it may not have been a tropical cyclone it may fall under severe storms. Mr. 

Olney stated that it caused a lot of flooding and was a significant event for the community. Mr. Jordan 

stated that he could forward some information about that storm. 

Severe Storm 

Ms. Serra described the hazard of severe storm, which according to the Florida Statewide Hazard 

Mitigation Plan, includes the three elements of wind, water and lightening.  

Wildfire 

Ms. Serra showed maps related to Wildfire Risk. She stated that the Florida Fire Service has expressed an 

interest in incorporating their community wildfire protection plan into the LMS. She stated that the FFS 

also has mitigation projects that can be added to the plan, but already have existing funding sources. 

Erosion 



Ms. Serra showed a map indicating the FDEP areas of critical erosion. According to FDEP the only area 

identified as critically eroded is Fort Island Beach Park in Crystal River.  

Extreme Heat 

Ms. Serra described the threat of Extreme Heat which is different than the threat of drought in that it 

focuses more on the impacts on humans. Mitigation, she stated, would be along the lines of extreme heat 

shelters or public education. She stated that the Inverness Weather Station recorded 16.62 days with 

temperatures at or above 95 degrees per year.  

Drought 

Ms. Serra stated that the hazard of drought focuses on agricultural effects. She showed the U.S. Drought 

Monitor map from May 28, 2109 which showed some abnormally dry conditions occurring in the northern 

part of the county.  

Geological 

Ms. Serra described geological hazards. According to the State Plan this hazard includes landslides and 

sinkholes. Because of the low probability of landslides, the analysis will focus on sinkholes. Ms. Serra 

showed a map of sinkhole areas and subsistence incidents.  

Winter Storms and Freeze 

Ms. Serra described the hazard of winter storms and freezes. She stated that there have been 3 federal 

disaster declarations for freezing weather in Citrus County. She added that the Inverness weather station 

recorded an average of 10.6 days with temperatures at or below 32 degrees per year.  

Seismic Events 

Ms. Serra showed a map from USGS showing the frequency of damaging earthquake shaking around the 

U.S. According to the map citrus county is expected to have fewer than two occurrences of damaging 

earthquake shaking per 10,000 years.  

Tsunami 

Ms. Serra stated that although Southeast Florida has some probability of tsunamis, no known tsunamis 

have ever affected the Florida Gulf Coast. Because of this mapping was not done for this hazard.  

Next Steps 

Ms. Serra proposed the next meeting date be in August. She asked the group how they preferred to review 

large documents like full chapters of the plan. Mr. Jordan stated that email would be fine. Mr. Olney added 

that the county email limited file sizes to 10 GB. He added that if possible, the files could be put online on 

the TBRPC website. Ms. Serra added that a website had been setup for this project and minutes and 

presentations will be uploaded there. She stated that she would upload chapters to that website as well 

as sending via email. Mr. Jordan asked if Ms. Serra could send out her presentation. She said she would.  



VIII. Next Meeting                                                                                                                                                      All 

The next LMS Working Group meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 21, 2019, 10:00 AM. 

IX. Adjournment                                                                                                                                                         All 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:52 PM, at which time a public workshop was opened. 


