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Describing vulnerability in terms of potential dollar loss provides the local government, 
the State and the federal government with a common framework with which to 
quantitatively measure the effects of hazards on the community and more accurately 
determine the benefit-cost ratio of investments in mitigation activities. It is an essential 
component to risk assessment and the ability to implement a strategy to prevent or 
reduce future losses.  In Florida, it is a vital tool for decision-makers who must make the 
sometimes difficult decisions regarding growth management, land development 
regulations, and funding for infrastructure and mitigation projects.  

The new TAOS model data also includes components to assess damage potential from 
not only storm surge, but inland flooding, sinkholes, tornadoes, earthquakes, tsunamis, 
wildfires and severe winds. When interfaced with the most current property appraiser 
files, local governments are able to more accurately determine the total number and type 
of structures at risk, property values and potential loss. This greatly enhances the 
information available to local governments and enhances the opportunity to implement a 
strategic mitigation program.  

Attached are the detailed TAOS reports and maps. 


