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.Times Staff Writar

! TAMPA Look at it this way: After today,

ithere’ll be only 579 more days to 20. !

Work s, scheduIed to begin today on more

than a year’s worth of improvements to the
Hillsborough side of the Courtney Campbell
‘Parkway: Officials are spending $14.1-million
to add a barrier wall down the center of the
road and a seawall and guard rails along both
sides of the causeway, something that’s aIready
been done on the Pinellas side. .

‘While “work is under. way, thousands»,of
‘motorists who use the causeway, daily may,,.
encounter slow-moving traffic and occasional -
lane closures, despite attempts to keep incon-

veniences from the ‘project to a mlmmum

' transportat_ton officials said.

Once work is complete, planners hope the
changes will end the parkway’s notoriety asone,*

of the deadliest stretches of motorway in Flori-

da. But in the meantime, drivers are urged to
drive carefully through the construction area,
from Eisenhower Boulevard to the east end of
the big humpback bridge.

.- Signs warning motorists of the constructlon
g0 up today,. the first of 580 days in the
construction company’s contract. By mid-week,

‘%

Work on the seawall wnll

" close theouter “+ = *© ‘
westbound lane of trafflc,
. but only durmg non-peak "
‘hours. '

- workers should be laying the groundwork for a ~
seawall on the north side of the causeway, sa1d '
Charles L. Floyd, project engineer for the state

Department of Transportatmn

*Work on the seawall will close the outer’ '
westbound lane of traffic, but only during non- .
“"peak hours Under the construction contract,’
no lanes in either - direction’ can be’ closed"
; weekdays between 6 and 9 a. m and from 4 to.
.10 p.m., Floyd said... PR

“We want to minimize delays as much as we
’ Floyd ' said.’ “We're ‘not out to delay

anyone ‘But if folks want this done, they’ll have:‘ o
" to'put up with a little inconvenience.”’ "t <
_ The northern seawall,’ which will be’ ‘pro-

tected by rocks at the water’s edge, wﬂl take“f

three to five months to complete.

Then, Floyd said, the fol]owmg Work is 2

p]anned

® Lanes in both dlrectmns will be w:dened
Futch Constructlon Inc of Ocala

and resurfaced. While lanes in one direction ere

‘ said

* torists to drive 35 mph, rather than the 40-mph

i “with ‘careless driving lmder a new law taking

bemg improved, trafﬁc wﬂl be sh1fted to the
other side. - < i

m A 3-foot-high bamer wa]l separatmg east-
bound and westbound lanes, will be built, just
" like the one on the: Pinellas side..Workers also
“will add lighting and an emergency lane on both

: s:des of the median wall. -

"o Several breaks will be Ieft in the medlan
““for 'emergency vehicles and to provide access to
beach and fishing“areas. Stop hghts will be
-added at three of the median openings.

m A seawall will be added 'on the south side
of the causeway, also buffered by rocks. The
.seawall will spare only. Ben T. Davis Municipal
“'Beach. Other sandy areas not part of that beach °
will be replaced h awalI and rocks, Floyd

1In construction areas, mgns wﬂl warn mo-

‘posted limit, Floyd said. Motorists who break
the’ suggested 35-mph limit ¢an be charged

effect Oct. 1, Floyd:said;

' The speed limit will be wgorously enforced
mth additional patrols, Floyd said.
“Hopefu]ly, ‘that’ll keep people from run-
mng into us, much less each other," he said.
-The prime‘contractor on the prOJECt is R.S.
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