
City of St. Petersburg

Navigational Waterway Dredge 
Maintenance Programs



Policies Established Pursuant to 
City Council Approved Resolution

NO. 77-413

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A POLICY FOR CHANNEL DREDGING, 
SETTING UP AND DESIGNATING ARTERIAL WATERWAYS TO BE 
DREDGED WITHOUT ASSESSMENTS, SETTING UP AND DESIGNATING 
LOCAL WATERWAYS AND ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE FOR SAME; 
PROVIDING FOR FINANCING OF BOTH ARTERIAL AND LOCAL 
WATERWAYS AND PROVIDING AN EFFETIVE DATE.

BE IT RESOLVED By the Council of the City of St. Petersburg, Florida:
I. Policy

A. All waterways indicated on the attached map indicated as “A” through “P” should be 
considered as arterial waterways and will be maintained at City cost with no 
assessment charges to the abutting property owners.  Since these waterways are of 
City-wide interest and concern, then there is general benefit to all.

B. Local waterways
1. Projects involving a single parcel of land would require a single assessment for total cost of 

work performed.
2. Where subdivided lots of a similar size are served by the abutting canal, the benefit to each 

lot should be considered the same regardless of the exact waterfront footage.  Total costs to 
be divided equally among all similar lots.

3. In special cases where single residential lots and larger lots or tracts for multiple or 
commercial uses exist within the same assessment districts, an ªaverageº lot size would be 
determined.  The larger lots would be required to share the cost in proportion to their area or 
the amount an equivalent number of ªaverageº lots would pay.





Arterial Waterways

Scope of Work

1. Dredge to Depth of Minus Five Feet Below Mean Low Water   
(-5’ below MLW)

2. Restore Original Channel Width (typically 25-100’ wide)

3. Three to One (3:1) Side slopes

4. City Disposal Site (Lake Maggiore Ops Area)

5. Clamshell or Hydraulic Dredge Methods



Local Waterways

Implemented through Petition and Special 
Assessment District Process, as provided for 
in Florida Statutes, Chapter 170



Local Waterway Dredging 
Petition Process

A. Interested property owners contact City 
Engineering Department – procedures and forms 
provided

B. City Receives Petition – verifies 51% plus interest
C. Conduct Channel Bottom Survey – estimate costs 

and confirm permit-ability
D. Mail Cost Estimate to All Potentially Benefiting 

Property Owners (questionnaire)
E. Receive and Verify 51% plus Interest





Date

Name
Address
City, State Zip

Re: Dredging of 

In (month), 20(xx) the City received a petition, signed by 54.6% of the owners of 
the assessable abutting properties to dredge the referenced canals.

To determine the present extent of property owner interest, we are enclosing a 
questionnaire showing the project location and your property's estimated 
assessment.  An explanation of the City's assessment policy is also enclosed.

The proposed dredging is within the shaded area on the attached questionnaire 
page.  Dredging would be performed to a depth of five feet (-5') below the 
mean low water elevation.  Estimated costs are based upon performing this 
work as a change order addition to a current City dredging contract.

We are asking each property owner to appropriately sign the questionnaire, and 
return it to us within four (4) weeks.  If the property owners representing more 
than 51% of the assessable properties sign in favor, the project will be 
presented to City Council for their approval.  However, if less than 51% sign, 
no further action will be taken.  

Should you have any questions regarding this project, please call.

Sincerely

Engineering Department



Local Waterway Dredging
Special Assessment District Process
A. Proceed with design, permitting and bidding activities

B. Adopt Ordering Resolution (City Council orders work performed, sets 
time and date for public hearing)

C. Notice of Public Hearing

D. Conduct Public Hearing ± adopt Confirming Resolution (costs 
officially become pending assessments)

E. Approve execution of dredging contract/work

F. Perform dredging activities

G. Calculate final assessment costs

H. Adopt final assessment roll



Ordering Resolution Example



Ordering Resolution Example (continued)



Confirming Resolution Example



Final Assessment Roll
Final Assessment Roll 
Resolution Example



Final Assessment Roll (continued)

Final Assessment Roll Resolution Example 
(continued)





Credit to SAD Dredging Projects

*Assessment Credit (AC) = Volume of Offsite Drainage Basin (VODB)/Total 
Annual Volume of Water (TVW) x 100% = X%

VODB = Offsite Drainage Basin Area (ODB) x Average Annual Rainfall (AAR)
TVW = Total Annual Volume of Water from Volume of Annual Tides (VAT) plus 

VODB plus Annual Volume of Water from Local Drainage Basin (VLDB) 

ODB = Offsite Drainage Basin Area (acres) from those areas outside Local 
Drainage Basin (LDB)

VLDB = Average Annual Rainfall (AAR) x Local Drainage Basin (LDB)
LDB = Local Drainage Basin Area (acres) directly into subject waterway
AAR ± Average Annual Rainfall (feet)
VAT = Volume of Water from Annual Tides into Subject Waterway = WSA x AIT
WSA = Water Surface Area (acres)
AIT = Annual Incoming Tide (feet)

*The Assessment Credit is applied as a Percent Reduction to SAD Assessment


